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The sunsetShinranShoninsaw]

Hi everyonewelcometo March,the monthwe havean Ohiganservice Ohigancanbetranslatedo meanthe
othershore or thelandof Buddha.Theland of Buddhais saidto existin the west.Sincethe sunsetsin the
west,peoplewould imaginethe PureLand by watchingthe sunsetlt is saidthatthe PureLandis far beyondthe
westernuniverse On earth,we canrecognizedirectionssuchaswestor east.But in theuniversejt is difficult
to know directions.So,evenif the Buddhatells uswheretheland of Buddhais located,it is hardto imagine.
Becausdike theuniversejt is hardto tell thedirection.For example whensomeoneallsthe churchandsays,
fi 1 tryimg to getto church,butI'm lost.How canl getthere?" | would askhim, "Ok, whereareyou now?"
Becausaf | know his currentlocation,| cantell him which directionhe shouldgo.

Thesamaes truefor directionto the PureLand. First of all, Buddhais trying to illuminate us,to showthetrue
natureof humansWe all havealimited lifetime andit is hardto acceptbecausef attachmentsBecausef the
contradictionbetweertruth andattachmenthumanbeingscreatetheir own suffering.Whenwe areilluminated
by thelight of Amida Buddha,our own beingbecomeslear.At the sametime, we realizethat Amida Buddha
is pointingusin thedirectionwe shouldfoll ow. Knowing the destinatiorof our lives may changehowwe
spendour lives. Buddhismtells usto go beyondbirth anddeathasa way to live ourunrepeatedife without
regrets.

Buddhismsayshumanshaverepeatedbirth anddeath"in the six sufferingworlds. Humanlife is still in this
circle of the six worlds,andthisis our currentlocation.If we didn'tencounteiAmida Buddha'srow, we
wouldn'tbe ableto getout of thisloop. Therearemanykindsof pathsto reachenlightenmentBut the paththat
AmidaBuddhashowsusis a pathwhereyou canwalk with peaceof mind. If theroadis too tough,whereyou
areexpectedo notgetlost or gowrong, it is very hardto walk anddifficult to continue Amida Buddhaknows
thathumansarenot perfect,andsays,"You canmakeamistake.Don'tworry, evenif you getlost, | will
definitely takeyouto the PureLand." This s the paththatNembutsufollowerswalk. Insteadof "how canl get
to Amida Buddha,"JodoShinshufollowersunderstandthat"Amida Buddhais thinking abouthow to bring

u s l.would like to recitethe Nembutsuluringthe Ohiganseasonthinking that ShinranShoninalsosawthe
settingsunandimaginedthe PureLand.

NamoAmida Butsu

InGassho,
Revimada IfyouneedocontacRev.Imadayoucanemaihimat:imadabca@gmail.com
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March Monthly Memorial
(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service

The monthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of March will be held on Sunday,

March 12, 2023 beginning at 10:00 am. The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin’s (BCF) memorial
records as having passed away in the month of March are listed below. If you have a homyo (Buddhist name) on a card please
bring it with you for placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service.

If the year 2023 is a special service year (see table below) for a dearly departed relative, please contact Reverend Noritaka
Imada, Buddhist Church of Florin at 916-383-1831 or email imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements.
Please inform Lois Kashiwase of any corrections or additions to the list.

Fujii, George 03-08-1989 Nagai, Masuo 03-10-1915
Fujii, Motosuke 03-18-1951 Nagaishi, Michi 03-24-1915
Fujii, Shinichi 03-29-1906 Nakao, Shinayo 03-16-1963
Fujioka, Joe Goichi 03-06-2016 Nakashima, Kimi 03-10-1980
Hamamoto, Kazuo Harry 03-28-2002 Nakashima, Thomas Akira 03-17-1984
Hamamoto. Yoneko 03-31-1995 Nakayama, Matsutaro 03-20-1932
Hamataka, Yasue 03-24-1922 Nekoda, Baby 03-03-1921

Hayashida, Fusa 03-31-1943 Nishimoto, Tamakichi 03-02-1952
Hayashida, Yauemon 03-04-1913 Nobuso, Saka 03-02-1971
Hudgens, Robert 03-10-1982 Oda, Nobuyuki Robert 03-17-2019
Imahara, Mitsue 03-28-1974 Okimura, Sadaichi 03-06-1971
Inouye, Misao 03-12-1932 Okimura, Samuel 03-04-2004
Kato, Natsuyo 03-22-1944 Otani, Mitsuno 03-02-1970
Kawanishi, Emi 03-31-1932 Oyama, Evelyn Kyoko 03-02-2021
Kishimoto, Bun 03-18-1988 Sakiyabu, Umeno 03-72-1910
Kitayama, Akira 03-12-1928 Sasai, Toshimi 03-11-1988
Koyanagi, Mitsuo 03-26-1939 Sawada, Aiko 03-10-1941
Kuroda, Lillian Yuriko 03-16-2004 Sumida, Tom 03-25-2009
Kushida, Infant 03-17-1913 Sumiyama, Shimataro 03-22-1947
Kuwabara, Takashi 03-08-1918 Tachibana, Kaoru Bob 03-17-2014
Maruki, Ayako 03-15-1921 Tahara, Kumakichi 03-09-1957
Masuda, Yoshio 03-28-1947 Takemori, Masaki 03-07-2016
Mitsuyoshi, Sekino 03-18-1971 Tanigawa, Fred Shiego 03-01-2009
Miyamura, Eikichi 03-20-1933 Tsunekawa, Andy Koichi 03-27-2014
Miyao, Yai 03-08-1972 Ueki, Toshio 03-08-1921
Miyata, Tomie 03-23-1923 Usami, Yone 03-12-1963
Mizoguchi, Isamu 03-25-1917 Watanabe, Minoru 03-22-2009
Mizukami, Kiyoshi T. 03-01-2001 Yamada, Chuzo 03-22-1919
Muranaka, Shinichi 03-05-1954 Yoshida, Hidesaburo 03-29-1935
Murata, Kazuo 03-23-1932 Yoshinaga, Fusaye 03-20-1946

Zenimura, Nisuke 03-07-1912

2023 Memorial Service Schedule
Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years:

Year Service Year Service

2022 15t Year 1999 251 Year
2021 3 Year 1991 33" Year
2017 7% Year 1974 50" Year
2011 13" Year 1924t 100" Year

2007 17" Year




Join us for March Services

March Shotsuki Hoyo, Spring Ohigan, & Family Service
Sunday, March 12, 2023 at 10 a.m.

Rennyo Shonin Memorial& Family Service
Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 10 a.m.

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada

**There will be light refreshments following the services and so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we a:
that you please rsvp ftorinbuddhist@gmail.com. Thank you!

We will continueto follow safetyprotocolsfor all in-personservicesand activities. (Updated3/1/2023

A No vaccinationrequirement.

A Masksare highly recommendedfor all indoor activities.

A Signin sheets recommendedbr contacttracing(to be notified if someoneestspositive.)
A Sanitizehandsbeforeenteringthe Hondoor otherchurchfacilities.

A Attendservicesor activitiesonly whenyou are healthy and free from symptoms

Please note that4iperson services are subject to cancellationuihtg/CDC guidelines change or if it becomes too risky
for the safety and health of our Sangha members to continue with indoor gatherings.

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a messagélistour ema

Spring Ohigan (Equinox) Service

In the Springand Fall, Jodo ShinshuBuddhists gather to welcome in the new seasontwice a year. The
celebration is called Ohigan which literally meansthe Other Shore. Ohigan or the Spring Equinox is when we
can seeand feel the harmony in the world around us. The sunrisesdirectly from the Eastand setsdirectly in the
West. The length of day and night are equal and the weather tendsto be very mild. Thisiswhen conditions
are right for the practice of selflesssharing, discipline, diligence, patience loving kindnessand wisdom.

As Jodo ShinshuBuddhists,it is a time for deep selfreflection on all that we have received from others aswell as
the world. It isatime to reflect on our imperfect selfand be reminded that we have already received the mind
of true entrusting. Therefore, we gather before the sacredshrine of Amida Buddha and meditate on the
harmony of nature and devote ourselvesto the realization of this harmony in our inner lives.

Pleasgoin uson Sunday, March 12, 2023, for Spring Ohigan and March ShotsukiServie at 10:00 am with Rev.
Noritaka Imada.

Rennyo Shonin Memorial
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1 \ ‘ Rennyo Shoninis consideredthe 0 s e ¢ fo m w n dfeJodé Shinshu
= | Buddhismeven though he shapedforemost how Shinshuis practiced
A today. Moreover, living in aturbulent eraof civil unrest, religious
r persecution, and socialupheaval, he literally savedthe Honganiji
temple from the flamesof war and conflict.
s~ Today, the 0 h o wr@d 0 w h e Bhénshuis practiced is thanks largely
to Rennyo. Our temples exist becauseof the organizational
- foundation he laid 600 yearsago. He started the tradition of
chantingd Sh o s h$ Imig e vefisesdusnmarizing Pure Land
teachings. He stressedhe importance of Hoonko services( Shi nr an
memorial). His letter 0 Wh iAtseh ésgatlitionally read at funerals
and memorials. We recite 0 N a nAunida B u t $¥acauseRennyo
chosethe six-characterphraseover other Nembutsu expressionsused
by Shinran.
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Rennyo passedway at age 85. At some Higashi Honganji temples,R e n n ynenosial serviceis held
monthly on the 25" day. His image on a scroll hang on the left side of the altar. On the right side of
the alterisS h i n imaged s

Rennyo fought to preserveand strengthenthe temple organization becausehe felt it was the bestplace
for hearingS h i n teachirfys,for coming together asa Sanghafor realizing a senseof shared
spirituality, and for deepeningo n efdéits. We give thanksto Rennyo for the existence of our temples
today.

Pleasgoin uson Sunday,March 26, 2023, for Rennyo Shonin Memorial and Family Serviceat 10 am
with Rev. Noritaka Imada.

SUPERBOWL FOOD FUNDRAISER

| wantto expressny gratitudeto all the hardworkingvolunteerswvho helpedatthe SuperBowl Food
FundraiserYour dedicationhasmadethis eventa hugesuccessHatsoff to the chairpersonandtheir
wonderfulcrewfor ajob well done!lt waswonderfulto seesomanymembersometogetherto helpraise
fundsfor the church.

| alsowantto thankeveryonewho supportedhis eventby purchasinghe chickenplates,curryrice,udon,and
to thosewho generouslymadedonationgo the church.

Thanksagainand| hopeto seeyou all againfor our SpringFoodFundraiseon April 30",

JenniferKubo
BazzarChairperson

BuddhistChurchof Florin
Governing Board Meeting Highlights
Febuary9, 2023

1. A SpecialScheduledservicewill beheldon Sunday February26,2023.BCA Etaikyo Memorial Servicewill be
shownvirtually at 10 am (Revimadawill sharethe servicelive on YouTube).Immediatelyfollowing theBCA



Eitaikyo Memorial Servicewill be BCF FebruaryShotsuki& NirvanaDay Service.

2. OnOctober8, theBCA NorthernCaliforniaministerswill hold a serviceatthe Sacrament®etsuinfor thejoint
celebratiorof the 850" anniversanof the birth of ShinranShoninandthe 800" anniversaryof the establishmenof
JodoShinshuBuddhism.Sincethis serviceconflictswith the BCF Shotsukiservice the Boardagreedo movethe
Shotsukiserviceto the 3 Sundayof October.Rev.Imadawill checkif our membersanattendthejoint servicein
personatthe Betsuin.Arrangementsvill alsobe madeto view thelive streamin the BCFHondo.

3. TheGeneraMeetingwasheld on January22 following theservice.lt wascalledto orderby Eric Fujii at11:10am
followed by gasshded by Rev.Imada.Eric gavea summaryof theyear,includinginformationabouttemple
reopeningandupcomingprojects.TheT r e a s Repagtandtiee proposechudgetfor 2023werepresentedA
motionto approvethe proposedudgetwaspassedTherewasno furtherbusinessandthe meetingwasadjournedat
11:24am

4. SuperBowl FoodBazaaron Februaryl? is scheduledo servedup to 426 chickenplates,225 curry rice bowlsand
283udonbowls. Thankyouto all the hardworkingvolunteers!

5. DharmaSchoolField Trip - Plansarebeingmadeto visit the Berkely BuddhistTemple,tourthe JodoShinshuCenter
andthe University of CaliforniaBerkeleycampusSunday April 16,2023.Contactlois Kashiwase
(loiskash2@comcast.ndor anapplicationform.

6. ChurchCampingTrip - Theannualcampingtrip hasbeenrescheduledo July 27-30. ContactKenny Teranishi
(kteranishi@juno.com) if you areinterestedn participating.

7. TheBCF surveytool, updatedBCF Directoryanddonationenvelopesveredistributedto the Sanghaat the January
22 Ho-Onko Serviceandby mail for thosewho did not attendthe service Pleaseaeturnyour Surveyby March 1,
2023.

8. Newtemplere-openingguidelinesvereacceptedy the Boardandgo into effectMarch 1. Templeandfacilities use
arereturningto pre COVID conditionsexceptthatmasksarehighly recommendeéhdoorsandarerequiredduring
food preparabn. Cleaninganddisinfectionguidelineswereupdated.

9. TheBCA Music Committeeis havinga gathawriting contestaspartof the BCA 125" anniversaryTherearetwo
divisions(adultsandchildren).Participantanustwrite atleast2 stanzasandthe entryis dueJunel. Cashprizeswill
beawardedProfessionamusicianswill write themusicto thelyrics chosen.

10. ObonOdoriwill beJuly 8 at7 pm. TheHatsuborservicewill beat3 pmandin betweerntherewill beculturalevents
suchaskendoandkyudokai (Japanesarchery)demonstrationsCommitteesareforming. To volunteercontact
Walter Menda(wmenda@pacbell.netPleasebe generousvith your time. Thiswill bethefirst ObonFestivalin
threeyears!

11. TheBoardthanksBurt Yoshiokafor his generouglonationto replacethe multipurposeroomandhallway blinds.

ONLINEPAYPAIDONATIONS

Youcannowmakeonlinelonations/paymetaghechurclbyvisitingpurwebsite
atflorinbuddhist.@gdclickinggnthe"Donateuttomearthebottonofthehomeyage Thisisa
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conveniensgcuravayto makeonlinedonationBrosaisershotsukgervicesnembershandspecial
events.

ContacKathyMendaat (916 39218960r(916)7619469f youhavequestions.

2023 Membership Dues

The Buddhist Church of Florin thanks the following members who have paid their 2023 membership
dues:

James & Karen
Jeffery Hamamoto
Gordon Ito

Gerald & Sharon Arase
CairelYoneko Fujioka
JoyAnne Hamamoto

Miki Askanas (semi-annual)
Shirley Gee
Yukie Hoffman (semi-annual)

Tomio & Shirley Ito

Liz Kono

Greg & Kelli Menda

Tom Nakashima & Susan Sarinas
Nadine Nouchi & Henry Lam
Joy Okamoto

Alfred & Yvonne Onodera
Craig & Diana Shijo

Shig Tahara

Lori Thielen

Rick & Sheryl Tokunaga

Dick & Sally Kadoya
Steve & Jennifer Kubo
Frank Mouton (monthly)
Alan Nakano

Tom & Nancy Oda
Lloyd Okimura

Mary Otani

Ron & Judy Shimizu
Kris Takeda-Miller

Harvey & Kay Kadoya
Ben & JoAnn Kusaka
Kimi Munekawa

Flora Nishida

Jean Okamoto

Sandy Okuno

Hiroko Saigo

Margie Sunahara

Lois Tanaka

Kenny & Louise Teranishi (semi-annual)

Sandy Tsunekawa

Richard and Connie Yee

2023 membership dues were due January 31, 2023.

Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or s.takeda@comcast.net.

The Buddhist Church of Florin welcomes the following new members:

Frank Mouton

We look forward to seeing you at service and temple functions and hope the BCF will
meet your religious and community desires.




Buddhist Church of Florin Dharma School
News & Events
March 2023
“B.R.A.l.D.” = Building Respectful Awareness
& Inclusion through Dharma

Light of Dawn

T he sun breaks the dawn
Light streams down on the land

Warmth SPrcar:Is t!wrough my bones

—Skylar La m

Just as the sunrises and bc‘.gins anew dag, so too does the season of SPring start the C,LJC,IC of nature. 5Pring marks the time of

growth and bloom. May this occurrence l)ring l)cautﬂ and peace to your life.

(Gassho,
Nadine & 5‘(3

Upcoming Dharma Events

Please come and join us for some fun activities while learning Dharma lessons.
e Mar. 10, Ohigan Presentation & Activity - Mar. 26, Dharma School Hanamatsuri Preparation
e April 8, Hanamido Decorating April 9, Hanamatsuri Service, Dharma $chool Presentation

o April 16, Field trip to attend Berkeley Buddhist Temple Sunday Service;
tour the Jodo Shinshu Center (J$C) and then visit UC Berkeley Campus.

e April 23, Make a Mother's Day Gift
e May 14, Mother's Day, Gotanye Presentation & Activity - May 28, Make a Father's Day Gift

e June 11, Father's Day, Dharma $chool Graduation Celebration

Upcoming Fundraisers

e Jamba Juice Gift Cards ($10/buy one, get one free-6 uses) contact Denise Fong or Jennifer Kubo
e May 28, JYBA Lock-in Fundraiser 9am-9pm
e December 3, JYBA & DS Steak Sandwich/Udon Fundraiser

Dharma School
BerkeleyField Trip



Dharm&choois sponsoringfieldtriponSundayAprill6,2023to attenBerkeleuddhist e m p(BBI Bunday
ServicandLuncheortpurtheJodoShinshi€ente(JSChandthenvisittheUniversitgfCalifornidBerkelefUCB)
Campus.

InterestinfactsregardintheBBT JSCandUCB:

Berkeleuddhistemple

BBTwasfoundedvera 100yearsagobylssepioneerfromJaparandis affiliatesviththeBuddhisChurcheef
AmericédBCA).Thoughodaytheystillenjoytheethnidraditionthefounderbroughiviththemtheyareexperiencing
theexcitindpeginningsfbroadeninipeibaseoincludex multiculturalisihatenhanceanddeepensheir
understandiregJodoShinshiBBuddhisnBuddhisChurclofF | o (BCHEd@nsectiorts BBTincludeéhreeofour
formeministerfRev.NewtornshiurandRev.Candic&hibatayhoalsoservedsresidentinisteratBBTandRev.
RyolmamurayhogrewupatBBTwherisfathemwastheresidenministethere.BradleyMendaalumnof BCFDharma
School/YBAsPresidentfB B TBoasdfDirectorsAdditionalliRevMattHamasakiasa MinisteAssistaratBBT
beforeéhisassignmeiittheSacranentdetsuin.

JodoShinsh€enter

JSCopenedn 200G&hroughhevisiorto createa 215t centurhhomeorBuddhistducatiom AmericalSChouses
growingampu®fscholarshipducatiomutreachandeventghatincludeshelnstitutef BuddhisbtudiesCentefor
BuddhigEducatiododaShinshiunternationéfficeRyukokWniverisy BerkeleenterandBCABookstoreJSChas
conferencicilitieanddormitoriet® hostationadndlocalseminarandactivitiethroughouheyear. Madelin&ubo,
alumnofBCFDharm&chool/YBAstheBCABookstorManagesandProgramissistatattheJodaShinshu
Internation@lfficeTheJSCoccupieaformecardealershipuildingnceownedyReggidacksorBasebaMallof
FameandOakland\'splayer.

UniversitgfCalifornidBerkeley

Establisheid 1868astheUniversitgf Califamia,itisthefoundingampusftheUniversitgf Californiaystemits
fourteeollegeandschoolefferover350degregrogramandenrolsome31,80@ndergraduatandl3,20@raduate
students.Berkeleyanksamongheworld'sopuniversitiesAmongtsalumnifacultyandresearcher8erkelepas
moreNobelaureate§l07)thananyothempublianiversitinthenationitis affiliateavith34 PulitzePrizes19Academy
awardsandmoreMacArthut Ge Gir a ¢$ld8rmuNationdlledal®f Scienc€68)thananyotherpublignstitution.
UCBpushesheboundariesfknowledgehallengesonventioandexpandspportunity creatdeadereftomorrow.
DevorAkiyamaalumnof BCFDharm&chool/Y BAandstudenat UCBwillbeourtourgudeofthecampus.

Pleasgoinusonthisfunandeducationékldtripbycompletintheenclose®egistratidiorm. SubmitheRegistration
formto LoisKashiwaser WalteMendayAprill, 2023.






