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[The sunset Shinran Shonin saw] 

 
Hi everyone, welcome to March, the month we have an Ohigan service. Ohigan can be translated to mean the 

other shore, or the land of Buddha. The land of Buddha is said to exist in the west. Since the sun sets in the 

west, people would imagine the Pure Land by watching the sunset. It is said that the Pure Land is far beyond the 

western universe. On earth, we can recognize directions such as west or east. But in the universe, it is difficult 

to know directions. So, even if the Buddha tells us where the land of Buddha is located, it is hard to imagine. 

Because like the universe, it is hard to tell the direction. For example, when someone calls the church and says, 

“I'm trying to get to church, but I'm lost. How can I get there?", I would ask him, "Ok, where are you now?" 

Because if I know his current location, I can tell him which direction he should go.  

The same is true for direction to the Pure Land. First of all, Buddha is trying to illuminate us, to show the true 

nature of humans. We all have a limited lifetime and it is hard to accept because of attachments. Because of the 

contradiction between truth and attachment, human beings create their own suffering. When we are illuminated 

by the light of Amida Buddha, our own being becomes clear. At the same time, we realize that Amida Buddha 

is pointing us in the direction we should follow. Knowing the destination of our lives may change how we 

spend our lives. Buddhism tells us to go beyond birth and death as a way to live our unrepeated life without 

regrets.  

Buddhism says humans have repeated "birth and death" in the six suffering worlds. Human life is still in this 

circle of the six worlds, and this is our current location. If we didn't encounter Amida Buddha's vow, we 

wouldn't be able to get out of this loop. There are many kinds of paths to reach enlightenment. But the path that 

Amida Buddha shows us is a path where you can walk with peace of mind. If the road is too tough, where you 

are expected to not get lost or go wrong, it is very hard to walk and difficult to continue. Amida Buddha knows 

that humans are not perfect, and says, "You can make a mistake. Don't worry, even if you get lost, I will 

definitely take you to the Pure Land." This is the path that Nembutsu followers walk. Instead of "how can I get 

to Amida Buddha," Jodo Shinshu followers understands that "Amida Buddha is thinking about how to bring 

us.” I would like to recite the Nembutsu during the Ohigan season, thinking that Shinran Shonin also saw the 

setting sun and imagined the Pure Land.  
 

Namo Amida Butsu 

 
In Gassho, 
Rev. Imada                                               If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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Join us for March Services  

 
March Shotsuki Hoyo, Spring Ohigan, & Family Service 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 at 10 a.m.   

 

Rennyo Shonin Memorial & Family Service 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
 **There will be light refreshments following the services and so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we ask 

that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Thank you!! 

 

 

We will continue to follow safety protocols for all in-person services and activities.  (Updated 3/1/2023) 

 

• No vaccination requirement. 

• Masks are highly recommended for all indoor activities. 

• Sign in sheet is recommended for contact tracing (to be notified if someone tests positive.) 

• Sanitize hands before entering the Hondo or other church facilities. 

• Attend services or activities only when you are healthy and free from symptoms. 

 

Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if county/CDC guidelines change or if it becomes too risky 

for the safety and health of our Sangha members to continue with indoor gatherings.  

  

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    

 
Spring Ohigan (Equinox) Service  

 

In the Spring and Fall, Jodo Shinshu Buddhists gather to welcome in the new season twice a year.  The 

celebration is called Ohigan which literally means the Other Shore.  Ohigan or the Spring Equinox is when we 

can see and feel the harmony in the world around us.  The sun rises directly from the East and sets directly in the 

West.  The length of day and night are equal and the weather tends to be very mild.  This is when conditions 

are right for the practice of selfless sharing, discipline, diligence, patience loving kindness and wisdom. 

 

As Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, it is a time for deep self-reflection on all that we have received from others as well as 

the world.  It is a time to reflect on our imperfect self and be reminded that we have already received the mind 

of true entrusting.  Therefore, we gather before the sacred shrine of Amida Buddha and meditate on the 

harmony of nature and devote ourselves to the realization of this harmony in our inner lives. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, March 12, 2023, for Spring Ohigan and March Shotsuki Service at 10:00 am with Rev. 

Noritaka Imada. 

 
Rennyo Shonin Memorial 
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Rennyo Shonin is considered the “second founder” of Jodo Shinshu 

Buddhism even though he shaped foremost how Shinshu is practiced 

today.  Moreover, living in a turbulent era of civil unrest, religious 

persecution, and social upheaval, he literally saved the Honganji 

temple from the flames of war and conflict. 

 

Today, the “how” and “where” Shinshu is practiced is thanks largely 

to Rennyo.  Our temples exist because of the organizational 

foundation he laid 600 years ago.  He started the tradition of 

chanting “Shoshinge,” Shinran’s verses summarizing Pure Land 

teachings.  He stressed the importance of Hoonko services (Shinran’s 

memorial).  His letter “White Ashes” is traditionally read at funerals 

and memorials.  We recite “Namu Amida Butsu” because Rennyo 

chose the six-character phrase over other Nembutsu expressions used 

by Shinran. 

 

Rennyo passed way at age 85.  At some Higashi Honganji temples, Rennyo’s memorial service is held 

monthly on the 25
th
 day.  His image on a scroll hang on the left side of the altar.  On the right side of 

the alter is Shinran’s image. 

 

Rennyo fought to preserve and strengthen the temple organization because he felt it was the best place 

for hearing Shinran’s teachings, for coming together as a Sangha, for realizing a sense of shared 

spirituality, and for deepening one’s faith.  We give thanks to Rennyo for the existence of our temples 

today. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, March 26, 2023, for Rennyo Shonin Memorial and Family Service at 10 am 

with Rev. Noritaka Imada. 

 

 
SUPER BOWL FOOD FUNDRAISER 

 

I want to express my gratitude to all the hardworking volunteers who helped at the Super Bowl Food 

Fundraiser. Your dedication has made this event a huge success. Hats off to the chairpersons and their 

wonderful crew for a job well done! It was wonderful to see so many members come together to help raise 

funds for the church.  

 

I also want to thank everyone who supported this event by purchasing the chicken plates, curry rice, udon, and 

to those who generously made donations to the church. 

 

Thanks again and I hope to see you all again for our Spring Food Fundraiser on April 30th. 

 

Jennifer Kubo 

Bazzar Chairperson 

 
Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

February 9, 2023 

1. A Special Scheduled Service will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2023. BCA Etaikyo Memorial Service will be 

shown virtually at 10 am (Rev Imada will share the service live on YouTube). Immediately following the BCA 



 
Eitaikyo Memorial Service will be BCF February Shotsuki & Nirvana Day Service.  

2. On October 8, the BCA Northern California ministers will hold a service at the Sacramento Betsuin for the joint 

celebration of the 850th anniversary of the birth of Shinran Shonin and the 800th anniversary of the establishment of 

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. Since this service conflicts with the BCF Shotsuki service, the Board agreed to move the 

Shotsuki service to the 3rd Sunday of October. Rev. Imada will check if our members can attend the joint service in 

person at the Betsuin. Arrangements will also be made to view the live stream in the BCF Hondo. 

3. The General Meeting was held on January 22 following the service. It was called to order by Eric Fujii at 11:10 am 

followed by gassho led by Rev. Imada. Eric gave a summary of the year, including information about temple 

reopening and upcoming projects. The Treasurer’s Report and the proposed budget for 2023 were presented. A 

motion to approve the proposed budget was passed. There was no further business, and the meeting was adjourned at 

11:24 am 

4. Super Bowl Food Bazaar on February 12 is scheduled to served up to 426 chicken plates, 225 curry rice bowls and 

283 udon bowls. Thank you to all the hardworking volunteers! 

5. Dharma School Field Trip - Plans are being made to visit the Berkely Buddhist Temple, tour the Jodo Shinshu Center 

and the University of California Berkeley campus Sunday, April 16, 2023. Contact Lois Kashiwase 

(loiskash2@comcast.net) for an application form. 

6. Church Camping Trip - The annual camping trip has been rescheduled to July 27-30. Contact Kenny Teranishi 

(kteranishi@juno.com) if you are interested in participating.  

7. The BCF survey tool, updated BCF Directory and donation envelopes were distributed to the Sangha at the January 

22 Ho-Onko Service and by mail for those who did not attend the service. Please return your Survey by March 1, 

2023. 

8. New temple re-opening guidelines were accepted by the Board and go into effect March 1. Temple and facilities use 

are returning to pre-COVID conditions except that masks are highly recommended indoors and are required during 

food preparation. Cleaning and disinfection guidelines were updated. 

9. The BCA Music Committee is having a gatha writing contest as part of the BCA 125th anniversary. There are two 

divisions (adults and children). Participants must write at least 2 stanzas and the entry is due June 1. Cash prizes will 

be awarded. Professional musicians will write the music to the lyrics chosen. 

10. Obon Odori will be July 8 at 7 pm. The Hatsubon service will be at 3 pm and in between there will be cultural events 

such as kendo and kyudo kai (Japanese archery) demonstrations. Committees are forming. To volunteer contact 

Walter Menda (wmenda@pacbell.net). Please be generous with your time. This will be the first Obon Festival in 

three years! 

11. The Board thanks Burt Yoshioka for his generous donation to replace the multipurpose room and hallway blinds. 

 
 

ONLINE PAYPAL DONATIONS 

 
You can now make online donations/payments to the church by visiting our website 
at florinbuddhist.org and clicking on the "Donate" button near the bottom of the home page. This is a 
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convenient, secure way to make online donations for osaisen, shotsuki, services, membership and special 
events. 
 
Contact Kathy Menda at (916) 392-1896 or (916) 761-9469 if you have questions. 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 
Dharma School  

Berkeley Field Trip 



 
 

Dharma School is sponsoring a field trip on Sunday, April 16, 2023, to attend Berkeley Buddhist Temple’s (BBT) Sunday 
Service and Luncheon; tour the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) and then visit the University of California, Berkeley (UCB) 
Campus. 
 
Interesting facts regarding the BBT, JSC and UCB: 
 
Berkeley Buddhist Temple 
BBT was founded over a 100 years ago by Issei pioneers from Japan and is affiliated with the Buddhist Churches of 
America (BCA).  Though today they still enjoy the ethnic traditions the founders brought with them, they are experiencing 
the exciting beginnings of broadening their base to include a multi-culturalism that enhances and deepens their 
understanding of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. Buddhist Church of Florin’s (BCF) connections to BBT include three of our 
former ministers, Rev. Newton Ishiura and Rev. Candice Shibata, who also served as resident ministers at BBT; and Rev. 
Ryo Imamura, who grew up at BBT when his father was the resident minister there.  Bradley Menda, alumni of BCF Dharma 
School/YBA, is President of BBT’s Board of Directors.  Additionally, Rev. Matt Hamasaki was a Minister Assistant at BBT 
before his assignment at the Sacramento Betsuin. 
 
Jodo Shinshu Center 
JSC opened in 2006 through the vision to create a 21st century home for Buddhist education in America.  JSC houses a 
growing campus of scholarship, education, outreach, and events that includes the Institute of Buddhist Studies, Center for 
Buddhist Education, Jodo Shinshu International Office, Ryukoku University Berkeley Center, and BCA Bookstore.  JSC has 
conference facilities and dormitories to host national and local seminars and activities throughout the year.  Madeline Kubo, 
alumni of BCF Dharma School/YBA, is the BCA Bookstore Manager and Program Assistant at the Jodo Shinshu 
International Office. The JSC occupies a former car dealership building once owned by Reggie Jackson, Baseball Hall of 
Famer and Oakland A's player. 
 
University of California, Berkeley 
Established in 1868 as the University of California, it is the founding campus of the University of California system. Its 
fourteen colleges and schools offer over 350-degree programs and enroll some 31,800 undergraduate and 13,200 graduate 
students.   Berkeley ranks among the world's top universities.   Among its alumni, faculty and researchers, Berkeley has 
more Nobel laureates (107) than any other public university in the nation; it is affiliated with 34 Pulitzer Prizes, 19 Academy 
awards, and more MacArthur “Genius Grants” (108) and National Medals of Science (68) than any other public institution.  
UCB pushes the boundaries of knowledge, challenges convention and expands opportunity to create leaders of tomorrow.  
Devon Akiyama, alumni of BCF Dharma School/YBA, and student at UCB will be our tour guide of the campus. 
 
Please join us on this fun and educational field trip by completing the enclosed Registration form.  Submit the Registration 
form to Lois Kashiwase or Walter Menda by April 1, 2023. 

 



 

 



 
BCA Buddhist Bookstore 

 

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) Buddhist Bookstore at the Jodo Shinshu Center in 

Berkeley sells Buddhist books, jewelry and accessories, incense, Obutsudans, and ritual 

implements such as Obutsudan components, Ojuzu/Onenju and Monto Shikisho (Okesa).  All 

sale orders are on-line.  Madeline Kubo, alumni of the Buddhist Church of Florin’s (BCF) 

Dharma School/YBA, is the Manager of the BCA Buddhist Bookstore. 

 

BCF members have a one-time opportunity to order items on-line and not pay additional 

shipping costs.  You can pick up your orders in-person at the Jodo Shinshu Center on April 16, 

2023, during the Dharma School Field Trip to Berkeley.  If you are not going on the field trip, 

your order will be picked up and delivered to you. 

 

See the BCA Buddhist Bookstore Catalog at bcabookstore.mybigcommerce.com.  Use the 

coupon code: FlorinVisit, when ordering on-line.  Don’t miss this one-time opportunity! 

 

Please contact Walter Menda, if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 


